. Approved For Release 2006/07/27 ClA- RDP90 00610ROW080008 -0 Q Q A
; . ~ e * Mﬂ‘“ wd ‘

OGC 61-0286
23 February 1961
MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence
SUBJECT: ‘. | Hearings of the House Rules Committee on. {

House Concurrent Resolutions 3 and 9 to
Establish a Joint Committes on Intclligence
Matters :

1, Thia memorandum is for information only.

2. On this date I attended. a8 an obaerver, the hea.ringn of the
House Rules Committee on X, Con., Res. 3 and H. Con. Res. 9 to
establish a Joint Committee on Intelligence Matters. These resolutions
have been introduced by Representatives Edna Kelly (D., N.Y.) and
Loonazrd Farbstein (0., N. Y. ).

3. The full committee was present. (A 1list of the committee
membership is attached. ) The only witnees to appear was Representative
Clement J. Zablocki{D., Wis.}, who has also introduced joint committice
measures. In opening today's hearings, Chairman Smith referred to these
resolutions a8 measures to "investigate the intelligence agencies.

4. Mr. Zablocki said that his interest in intelligence sternmed
{rom his membership on the Foreign Affairs Committeo and various trips
which he haa taken abroad. He feels that the intelligence program could
be improved and ceordinated, and that at the present time there was no
one agency responsible for the coordination of the U. S, intelligence effort.
At the time of the U-2 incident Zablocki reminded the committee of the
various moasures pending before that committee on this subject, but agreec
with the position of the Chairman that it was not then the appropriate time
for consideration of such proposals. He also told the committee that,
while there had been intense opposition to the establichment of a joint
committee in the past years, prozent indications are that such strong oppo-
sition does not now exist.
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- 5. Mr. Zablocki emphasized that his proposal did not call for
an {nvestigation of the Central Intelligence Ageacy or any other fatelligonce
agency, but rather propoged the establishment of a watchdog commitics
to determine whother thore was propor coordiastion of iatelligonce
activities and whathez the existing intelligence structure was proper.
Chairmaa Smith said that he had boen disturbed by events which have
occurred in the past, apparcenstly without foreknowledgo on the part of
this Government. Ho sald it made him wonder whether our intelligence
is adoquate. Zablocki said that while ho was concerned about the
conflicting statemoents which ware lagued concerning the U-2 lncident
he was more intercsted in conducting & review of the structare to
determine whether it was adequate. He said he felt all of the various
intelligonce organizations within the military and elsewhere should
romain in oxisteace but felt that a jolut committes, established along
the lioes of a Joint Commitieca on Atomic Energy could establish a cloger
lisison between the lntellipence activitios and the Congross., #He said ke
thought it weuld be holpful to Mr. Dullgs to have such a commiltce. ke
added that the Hoover Commission had made specific recommendations
on this eabject and had noted the absence of any real surveillanco i tho
activities and fiscal accounting of CIa. He said that the CIA is viztuzily
exempt from the general principle of a chock of the executive by the
lepislative branch. Zablocki pointed out that under his resolutions =
joint comumittee would bo composed of members of the Armed Sorvices,
Appropriations and Foreign Affaize Commitieas. :

6. In the question pericd, Representative Browa, the ranking
Republican moember of the commitiea, took Zablockt to tack for referring
to recommendations by the Hoover Cemmiseion. It was Brown’s coatention
that thoce were recommendations of a task force of the Commigsion and
aot the Commission {tsclf. Brown said he had served on the comumiitae -
that had ostabliched CIA and one of tho purposes of the Agoncy was the
coordination of U, §. intelligonce activities. He also meotioned that ke
had been chairman of the subcommittee that had invaestigated the Togela
situation, and commented on the abourdity of a situation which then

- extstod of haviag intelligence reports cloared through ambassadors. Drown
- said he folt Zablocki's proposal was too broad in that it included the ¥l
and could require testimaony on extromely scasitive matters. He also
reminded Zablocki of the genersl feoliag of the Speaker agaiast the
establishment of joint committees. Mz. Brown also queried Zablocki
ag to whether ke had discussed his proposal with tho leadera of the
Appropriations Commitiee, for it was his impression that the ranking
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members of the Appropristions Commitices made a careiul check

 on the funds expendod for intellizence activities., Zablocki replied
thot he had not discunsed his prosposal with tho leaders of sithor
the Appropriations oxr Armed Services Commitiecs who, he oaid,
kave “predetermined views on this subject. ¥ Drown also meationed
that if there was concern as to the conduct of the intelligence cifort,

. tho Committes on Government Oporations had jurisdiction to Jook
intc such a matter. o ’

7. Reopreseatative #. Alien Smith ralsed & pamber of guestions
with Zablocki concerning the offect of his measure on the FBL (Smita
stated that he had previcusly beon employed by the Durcau. } ide mohod
Zabloeki if he expectad such a joint committes would guory the Durcau
as to its sources. VWhen Zablocki roplied in the affirmative, Mz, Smith
said ho felt this would be o very dangercus practice and could result
in leaks and attempts ot blackmail against meombers of the commiitco
stall. Zablocki replicd by saying that he felt the problem would be no
worse than that confronted by the Joint Committos on Atomic Eancrpy.

8. Representative Hoffmaa echoed maay of the seatiments
. expressed by Mr. Smith, adding that when the number of poople haviang
" access to sensitive information increases, the danger of disclosure
also incroases.

9. The committee will conduct further heariags at sowe time
" in the future when other interested Ropresentatives are available to
uﬁmy: . ‘ ' o . . : STAT
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RULES COMMITTES

e - BOUSE v:w REPRESENTATIVES

87k Congress

Smith, Howard W. eﬁ.. Ya. }, Chairmam
: ) Colmer, Willlam 3. {D., izs.)
. Madden, Kay J. (D, Ind.)
- Delaney, James J. {D., N.Y.)
Trimble, James W. (D., ark.)
| Thoraberry, Homer (D., Texas)
Bolliang, Richard (D., Mo.)
OfNeill, Thomas P., Jr. (D.. Masa.)
Elliotz, Cazl {(D., Alz.)
Sisk, B. ¥. {D.., Calif.)

Browa, Clarence J. (R., Chio)
Reeca, 8. Carroll (R., Tceon.)
St. Geoorge, Kathorvine {(R., N. Y.}
Swoith, H., Alles (R., Calif.)
Hoffman, Elmer J. (R., HL.)

T. M. Carruthers, Clerk
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